Diary of Climatological Impacts. Overview

“ Although human inventions, achievements, and actions are obviously key factorsin
determining the course of human history, the forces of nature and other mechanisms
beyond the control of individual human beings, or even states, play an even greater role,
both directly and indirectly, by conditioning the circumstances that induce, produce, or
permit individual or collective human actions.”

In July of 1998, the Climate Information Project began summarizing te reported impacts
of climate and hydro-meteorological hazards as a briefing service for the Office of Globa
Programs and other parts of NOAA. As the methodology for the reports dowly evolved,
s0 did the number of “subscribers” and currently employees a severd USG agencies and
research centers, various internationa collaborators, teachers, and others unknown
receive the reports. For some the summaries are merely interesting, while others actively
use them as a supplementary source for monitoring events. Researchers creating natural
disaster databases dso use them for guidance and as a “shorthand” record for developing
their own impact edimates. And findly educaiors have used these reports in the
classroom to illustrate the effect and complexity of disasters.

Since ther inception, the Climate-Weather Impact Updates (CWIUs) have aways been
an operationa product, but together the reports are dso emerging as a quditative
database. When read not as entries, but rather considered as a “novel,” the reports impart
a powerful message about the seasondity of losses and gains associated with hydro-
meteorological hazards.  Whether it is a description of ecologicd impact, politica
confrontation induced by environmenta dtresses, or the losses fet by a rurd area, the
impact record tells a story about the interaction between humans and Nature. Various
“themes’ are present within the document, but perhaps most gpparent is that, on a globa
and regiond scde, the “surprise’ associated with these everts is in fact a condant

rhythm.

The Diay of Climatologica Impacts is presented here smply as a resource. It is only
through the sheer volume of the individud reports that the lessons contained within can
be illusrated. As an archive that summarizes events as they are reported, the emphasis of
the dary is not on the accuracy of the impact estimates, but rather the evolution and
human perception of the events themsdves. The document is divided into chapters which
gpan a year a atime; each year from September to August. Overtime, as the record gains
in length, an effort will be made to spatidly locate the events as well as provide seasond
summaries. The diary is an ever-growing document.
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